
This involves knowing negative numbers and place value!



8 5
3 7-
5 -2

50 −2 = 48

ones place so 
represents 2

tens place so
represents 50

4 3 5
2 6 9-
2-3-4

200−30 −4 = 166

tens place so 
represents 30

ones place so
represents 4

hundreds place so
represents 200

85 − 37 435 − 269

Step 1: 
Do this vertical
calculation
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Do this vertical
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Step 2: 
Do this vertical
calculation



8 5
3 7-
5 -2

50 −2 = 48

ones place so 
represents 2

tens place so
represents 50

4 3 5
2 6 9-
2-3-4

200−30 −4 = 166

tens place so 
represents 30

ones place so
represents 4

hundreds place so
represents 200

85 − 37 435 − 269



2 0 2
5 4-

2 -5 -2
200 −50 − 2 = 148 1000+200−40 −6 = 1154

3 4 0 0
2 2 4 6-
1 2-4-6

ones place so 
represents 2 ones place so 

represents 6
tens place so 
represents 40

tens place so 
represents 50

hundreds place so
represents 200

thousands place so
represents 1000

hundreds place so
represents 200

202 − 54 3400 − 2246





435 − 269

435 - 269
400-200+30-60+5-9

200-30-4
166



3400 − 2246

3400 - 2246
3000-2000+400-200+0-40+0-6

1000+200-40-6
1154





5 0 0 0
2 3 8 4-

1099

5000 − 2384

4
4 9 9 9
2 3 8 3- 2 6 1 6

Instead of borrowing as usual

Subtract 1 from each number

Subtract 1

Subtract 1


